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April 21 

The speaker will be Rob Nicholas, casting instructor, 
 guide and owner of Housatonic Anglers in Cornwall, CT 

Remaining Meeting 

                                                  May 19, 2009 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Dear fellow Nutmeggers, 
 
On April 4th Nutmeg held its 32nd Annual Banquet at 
Tashua Knolls Restaurant in Trumbull, CT.  The 
banquet also celebrated the 50th anniversary of TU.  
Although the attendance was down, from all reports the 
banquet was a success thanks to all of the members that 
came out to help the Chapter during these difficult 
economic times.  I’m glad to see that our members have 
listed the work that we do as a priority.  I hope it reflects 
the commitment of Washington to get environmental 
priorities nearer to the top of the list.   
 
This was evident in the recent passage of the Omnibus 
Public Land Management Act of 2009 which increases 
the number of acres designated for protection 
throughout the US.  And at the end of March, 
Massachusetts Energy and Environmental Affairs 
(EEA) Secretary Ian A. Bowles designated the Upper 
Housatonic River an Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC). The ACEC covers approximately 
12,275 acres in Lee, Lenox, Pittsfield, and Washington.  
The designation specifically declines to exempt the EPA 
and various industrial and municipal properties from 
seeking exclusions for the use of the properties.  
 
Unfortunately, in an adjacent area in northwest 
Connecticut the battle over the Yale Farms Golf Club is 
still being waged.  Roland Betts, the developer of 
Manhattan’s Chelsea Piers and a former business 
associate of ex-president George W. Bush, has spent 
seven years battling local opposition to build the Yale 
Farm Golf Club on part of 780 acres of former farmland 
in Norfolk and Canaan. The exclusive resort would 
severely impact the water supply in local streams that 
are critical to the entire Housy watershed. The entire 
Housatonic Basin including the upper basin is vital to 
the health of the river itself and its future as a great 
angling retreat and wildlife conservation area.  If you 
are inclined, a letter to your state representative 
indicating your concern for the protection of this area 
and prevention of the reckless development of this 
pristine environment would be beneficial.  
 
 
Cont’d on p. 3 
 

About the presentation at our April 21s t meeting  
 

Our speaker at the April 21st meeting will be Rob Nicholas.  
Rob is a certified casting instructor who has been guiding on 
the Housatonic since 1993.  For more than 15 years, Rob and 
his wife Nell have owned and operated Housatonic Anglers in 
Cornwall, CT (www.housatonicanglers.com).  Housatonic 
Anglers is a fly-fishing guide service that provides anglers of 
all abilities with patient, insightful instruction. Rob and Nell's 
primary goal is that you have fun and that you leave us a more 
knowledgeable angler.�
In addition, Rob's love for fly fishing and thirst for knowledge 
has taken him around the world - he has been guided by some 
of the world’s best, in places like New Zealand, Argentina, 
Chile, the Keys, and the American West. Rob also runs a fly 
fishing travel company focused on trips to both Argentina and 
Chile (www.anglingingintheandes.com). Rob will share with 
you his knowledge and experience in the wonderful world of 
fly fishing, focusing primarily on his experiences in Patagonia, 
Chile.  Rob will also spend some time discussing the 
Housatonic and Farmington Rivers - just in time for spring! 
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Westport Outfitters, LLC 
Outfitters, fresh & saltwater fly tackle 

Fly tying material, waders & accessories 
  

                                                   609 Riverside Avenue 
 Eric C. Johnson               Westport, CT 06880                 
 Owner                               ph: 203-341-9490 
                                                                 Fax: 203-341-9423 
 

ejohnson@westportoutfitters.com 
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FINE TACKLE, CLOTHING & GIFTS 

NOW OPEN    AT    NEW    LOCATION  

555 Post Rd. 
Darien, CT 06820 

203-655-9400 
www.compleat-angler.com 
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ORVIS 
 

Sporting Traditions Since 1856 
 

Eldon Colonies 
Fishing Manager 

 
432 Boston Post Road 

Darien, CT 06820 
 

TEL 203-662-0844/FAX 203-662-9517 
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The Nutmeg Chapter of Trout Unlimited will be present to help 
out a fishing derby for kids 15 and under at Toth Park in Easton, 
on April 26 from 9:00-11:30. We need volunteers to help the kids 
untangle and rig up, etc. and also to occupy a table with 
information about T.U. and our chapter. Ideally, we would like 
one or two volunteers per hour so if you could give an hour for 
the kids, contact me at rjmerly@yahoo.ca.�
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BIG NEWS ON THE “HOUS”  
 

TO IMPROVE THERMAL REFUGES 
 

All-TU Rock-rolling day in June 
 
In June (date to be determined), members of all TU 
chapters and other organizations will meet in the 
Housatonic River TMA to work restoring and improving 
thermal refuges. 
 
Now that we have run-of-river on the Hous, the next step 
in making this an even greater fishery is to make 
improvements to the thermal refuges where cold water 
tributaries connect with the river itself.  On super-hot 
summer days, fish crowd into the refuges where water is 
colder. 
 
This winter, TU CT Council reps have been meeting with 
DEP and other stakeholders to design and plan projects to 
improve these refuges.   The planning process has been 
so swift that we expect to make major improvements just 
with volunteer labor of our members. 
 
Volunteers are needed and this should be a tremendously 
gratifying hands-on project..  Contact Bill Blaufuss at 
prosit67@hotmail.com if interested and you will be 
notified of the actual date[s]. 

�����������	��
���
�
�	����������
	
�������
������� ������� �
�

'�
0���	������������

����&�����
����&&
���	�
	��
� ��������?������&�"
���
��	�0��

����6�
���
	������� ��/�� ��../@��
!���
����./2��.�������0�������
���&����6
���������0 
��
����	�����
��
�	�&�������

��(�����	
���
(�?
�� ���	+��	+
��
G
������	
���
(�H �������	������������ @�����	����I�����?������		
@�����	@I?�##
� ��0����� ����
���I�����
�����	��@�����


�������0
��

��	�����
��

�������0 ���#��0�����
�
���-B��B�../�)���
���0��

���������
 
��
���
3B�/�?�����0��

���#��6�


���
��0���
����	

9AF��
 0�
�@��0������������������������
����������������
�������� 
�������	��
�������  
 

Cont’d from p.1 
 
Thanks to all of you that responded to the Nature 
Conservancy’s request for volunteers at the Saugy fish 
counters.  We’re hoping to “roll rocks” in the Housy 
this spring for thermal refuge enhancement.  We’ll keep 
you posted regarding the dates. 
 
Good Fishing, 
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TU’S KIRT MAYLAND 
 MOVES ON IN HIS CAREER 

 
by Bill Blaufuss 

 
Kirt Mayland, who has served as TU’s  Director of the 
Eastern Water Project is leaving TU for a position in 
the renewable energy field located in the Philadelphia 
area (http://www.pennrealestategroup.com/penn-
energy-trust.htm).  
 
Kirt, an environmental attorney, came to TU CT in 
2005, having left a commercial law position in NYC.  
He immediately hit a home run for us by lobbying the 
Legislature for passage later that year of Connecticut’s 
groundbreaking Stream Flow Bill.  Since then, Kirt has 
lead TU CT’s efforts in northwestern CT at the Yale 
Farms golf course where the proposed development 
threatens fragile waters harboring native and wild 
brook trout.  He has also been a leader for TU in 
advocating that the state legislature pass a new “buffer 
bill” that would create a new set of uniform setback 
standards for construction along watercourses in the 
state, a bill still under consideration.  He has similarly 
lead efforts in MA and NY.  If that weren’t enough, 
Kirt has volunteered his time freely to the TU CT 
Council, guiding the efforts of volunteers so that their 
time is spent more effectively while he did the legal 
heavy lifting.  Our deep appreciation is extended to 
him. 
 
In speaking with Liz Maclin, VP of Eastern 
Conservation at HQ TU, TU CT Council Chair Jim 
Glowienka learned that Kirt's position will be filled.  
His role and his accomplishments in it are recognized 
as being pivotal in TU's ability to continue addressing 
its conservation agenda in the Northeast.  However, the 
question she cannot answer right now is when the 
search will yield results, i.e., a suitable replacement is 
on board.  Compensation for field professionals, like 
Kirt, is funded by grants (not out of TU member dues, 
nor TU’s operating budget), and Liz said that funding 
is not the immediate issue, since the grants have been 
in place for Kirt. 
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Celebrate TU’s Golden Anniversary 
 

with other TU Connecticut families 
 

at the 
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Saturday, October 3, 2009 
 

Hammonasset Beach State Park 
Madison, CT: 1 mile south of Exit 62 from I-95 

 
 

The Hammonasset Festival takes place every two 
years. Centering around the themes of Nature, 
Native American History and the Environment, it’s a 
jam-packed event with attractions for kids and adults 
alike and draws thousands of visitors, mostly 
families –  perfect for our exhibits – from all over 
CT. 
 
In a special TU Connecticut area we’ll have two 20 
x 30 tents plus our huge teepee around and in which 
our member families can meet and celebrate TU’s 
50th Anniversary together. 
 
There’ll be casting and fly tying, and new this year 
an entomology component to help kids understand 
water quality through science. We’ll soak a few 
potato/onion sacks in the Hammonasset River for a 
few weeks and then place the sacks in two kiddie 
swimming pools and let the kids try to catch and 
identify the underwater  bugs that they find growing 
in the “burlap.” 
 
There’ll be a 60 gallon tank filled with trout to use 
as a focal point to talk about our Trout in the 
Classroom program that is in 69 schools in the state 
this year, and is absolutely an AMAZING program.  
 
We’ll also have displays highlighting our 
conservation and restoration accomplishments 
across the state over the years, so we are planning 
big things to celebrate and market TU's 50 years of 
conservation, protection, restoration and youth 
environmental education. 
   
 

DON’T MISS THIS TERRIFIC DAY!!! 
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Trout In the Classroom (TIC) is proceeding wonderfully. The 
trout in Mr. Aitkenhead's classroom at Staples High School in 
Westport are thriving. He writes, “the trout look 
FANTASTIC!!!” The tough lessons we learned last year, and 
the teacher and students' loving care, are paying off.  

Preparations have started for that most wonderful day, the day 
that we've all been looking forward to since the trout arrived as 
little eyed eggs in the late fall of '08: Release Day! Since 
the day the trout hatched, students have watched the tiny, weak 
and clumsy, semi-transparent trout with large egg sacs 
transform themselves into beautiful little brown trout -- the 
kind we'd all be able to recognize as so. During the 
celebration, we hope to give each student a chance to say good-
bye and proudly release "his" or "her" trout in Westport's 
hometown river - the Saugatuck.  
There will be one, perhaps two (to accommodate all the 
students) Release Days during the week of May 18 at a 
location only a couple of miles from the school. We'll give you 
more information as soon as we can, and if you have a chance, 
please do come! You won't want to miss this. 

Volunteering for Trout In the Classroom 
(www.troutintheclassroom.org) is a no-brainer, a guaranteed 
return on your investment of time and energy. For even if, as 
is likely to happen sooner or later, you were to lose a number 
of trout, you will still be touching the lives of children in many, 
many ways - some more tangible than others. TIC is multi-
faceted and interdisciplinary (with applications not only in the 
sciences, but also in social studies, mathematics, language arts, 
fine arts, and physical education) program. 

TIC is not just a great experience that lasts a number of 
months... and then ends. Yes, when they grow into adult 
decision-makers they'll have a more deeply rooted appreciation 
and understanding of the water resources, ecosystems and of 
the conservation ethic. (If you are a member of Trout 
Unlimited you too must have been touched by nature in some 
way). In these days of retreat from the outdoors, TIC plays an 
increasingly essential role. Just think what your life would be 
today if you had not been touched as a child. 

Frank Kokoska decided to become a TIC volunteer (thank you, 
Frank!) the moment he visited Staples. Do you want to be part 
of the magic, too? If you are retired or semi-retired then you 
are the ideal candidate. I can't think of a better way to 
combine one's love for creation with the God-given need to 
make a difference in others’ lives. 
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Economic Impact of Hunting and Fishing in CT 
 

You may want to check out these interesting links about the 
economic impact of fishing and hunting: 

http://www.nssf.org/07report/factsheets/Connecticut.pdf 

http://www.nssf.org/07report/compare.cfm 

Great info to pass on to your elected officials in these times 
of major budget cuts!�

 

NEWS FROM OUR SPONSORS 
During the spring of 2009, Westport Outfitters, in 
conjunction with legendary angler, product developer and 
author, Lou Tabory, will continue its quest to introduce the 
wonderful world of Fly Fishing to beginners, as well as 
refine those skills of more advanced fisherman and women. 
Intro/Intermediate classes are May 9 and May 30.  Advanced 
class is June 27.  See the website 
(www.westportoutfitters.com) for all the details!! 
 

CT FISHING LICENSES  
NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE 

 
While we bide the winter months in anticipation of spring 
fishing, now’s a great time to get that fishing license.  It’s 
now easier than ever through CT DEP’s new Online 
Sportsmen Licensing facility.  Access it by googling CT 
Fishing Licenses or directly by using this link: 
https://ct.outdoorcentral.net/InternetSales. 
 
This is a secure web site, and you will be asked for your 
Social Security number or your CT Driver’s License number.  
If you enter your driver’s license number, all your 
information (name, address, etc.) will pop up for you.  All 
you have to do is pay by either Visa or MasterCard.  Then 
print out the license and put it in your wallet.  Easy! 
 

���������	
���������
	
�������������������
����
���������
�������������������
����
���������������� �
���������������� ���������������	�
���������������	
���
	
����������������	
�����
���
����	
���
�������
��
���������
�
��������	
����  
 




)&%����������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	 �
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�
�
�
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
���� ���������  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Nutmeg Chapter 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 1594 
Fairfield, CT  06825 
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Nutmeg Fishing Report      by Ron Merly                                                                                               March 26, 2009                                             

 
With that long winter behind us, the fishing should improve steadily in the upcoming weeks. The TMA'S have all been 
stocked with trout and our opening day is fast approaching. Black and brown stoneflies are hatching well and 
skittering across the surface already, and blue-winged olives are plentiful. Anglers are doing well with both dry and 
nymph patterns. The winter flounder should be showing up at any time and although there has been much controversy, 
the regulations are currently the same as last year. Large stripers (fish over twenty pounds) are being taken at night and 
in the early morning at the mouth of the Housy. Atlantic Salmon up to 18 pounds continue to give Derby dam anglers 
a furious fight. 

Volunteers are still needed for a kids' fishing derby on April 26 in Easton. Only one hour of your time on this 
day (a Saturday) would be a great help. The event runs from 9:00-11:30.  See Article on page 3 about this 
fishing derby. 

Jimmy O's Bait and Tackle is up and running strong at his new location at 3389 Fairfield Ave. in Black Rock 
right near the Ash Creek Bridge. Speaking of bridges, Westport Outfitters is also settled into their new 
building which is located right under the Saugatuck River Bridge in Westport. 

   If you have anything to add to the next report contact me at rjmerly@yahoo.ca   
                                                                                                                                                                                  R.M. 
 


