
 

 

 
����������������� ����
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�����������	 �
��������

�������
��
����������������������

�������������������������
���������

   �!"#$%&#"�'(&�

IN THIS ISSUE… 
�������������	
���
�	���		��������

��������������� �
�������	��
�

���
��������������	��	�����	�
��
���
������
��
����� ����!�������"�����
���#�����$$%�&����
'��
��� 
���(�)���*+��	��
�$$%���**���		�
�,�	

����
�����-�����.�/��
����*+��	�
���(�)	�0��*���������	� �	���1*�
�	�0��*�
���
&���
���
�����2����&��,
	�
���3
���	�	�4�0��������(�)	�,��*� 5�������	��	 ��&���
���
6����
���	�(������
�����7���������������	�,
	�
��������
��#
���

��	�

� ������� � 		�
���� 

 �� �� �� �	���� ������� � �� ��
� ��	��	���	�� � ����� � ��� ��� ����� � ��� �����

 
May 19 

The Chapter will show a video biography f fly fishing legend LEE WULFF 

 

FINAL MEETING UNTIL SEPTEMBER 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Dear fellow Nutmeggers, 
 
This is our last newsletter until the fall so I want to 
wish everyone a pleasant summer with lots of great 
fishing.  When we meet again in September we will 
have a lot of significant challenges to resolve.  We 
desperately need Board members especially those that 
would consider volunteering for an executive position 
in the future.  This is necessarily my last year as 
President and because of other responsibilities I can’t 
be as active as I would like.  In addition we do not 
have a VP since Bill Blaufuss has decided to step 
down after many, many years of dedicated service to 
the chapter.  Again we are concerned with the 
viability of the chapter since we have so few to 
shoulder so many responsibilities.  We are also 
concerned about our financial viability since the 
return on our banquet reached a record low of about 
20% of last year’s returns.  If you share the same 
goals as TU and you want to see monthly meetings, 
the holiday raffle, the banquet and the outings we 
sponsor continue, please consider volunteering your 
time. 
 
On a more positive note, it appears Roland Betts has 
decided to stop pursuing the development of the Yale 
Farms Golf Club in the upper Housatonic valley.  
This environmentally sensitive area would be severely 
impacted by the Golf center and consequently many 
environmental groups including TU have rallied to 
protest the development.  Kirt Mayland, the departing 
Director of TU’s Eastern Water Project, has played a 
significant role in voicing concern publicly, helping to 
garner the attention of the state attorney general.  In 
the end it appears that the opposition has forced Mr. 
Betts to reconsider.  
 
Recently I was contacted by a member of a 
neighboring chapter who fishes on the Mill reporting 
that a large pile of grass clippings was dumped at the 
rear of one of the houses on the banks of the river.  
The problem was discussed with Mike Piquette, the 
leader of the stream team for the Mill.  We decided 

Cont’d on p. 5 
 

About the presentation at our May 19th meeting  

At our May 19th Chapter meeting we will be showing the 
video “I was Born to Fish” - Lee Wulff on the Beaverkill 
River.  From the producer and film-maker Michael Gold: 

“Join Lee Wulff, the single greatest fly fisherman and fly tier 
of our age, as he goes fly fishing on the legendary Beaverkill 
River in New York's Catskills for brown, rainbow and native 
brook trout. The Beaverkill is the birthplace of fly fishing and 
the greatest, most famous trout stream in America.  It is here 
that Lee casts his fly line and takes us on an unforgettable fly 
fishing adventure. He demonstrates his fly casting and fly 
fishing techniques, ties four flies without the use of a vise, 
including the most famous fly ever created; The Royal Wulff.  
Two of the three other flies are tied here for the first time. . . . 
Lee also discusses his philosophy of catch & release, predator 
& prey, and man & nature. . . . No one has had a greater 
influence on sport fishing than Lee Wulff.  It is the ONLY 
footage of him on The Beaverkill River, and this must-see 85 
minute DVD also includes breathtaking never-before-seen 
aerial footage of The Beaverkill's 14 most famous fishing 
pools.” 
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Westport Outfitters, LLC 
Outfitters, fresh & saltwater fly tackle 

Fly tying material, waders & accessories 
  

                                                   609 Riverside Avenue 
 Eric C. Johnson               Westport, CT 06880                 
 Owner                               ph: 203-341-9490 
                                                                 Fax: 203-341-9423 
 

ejohnson@westportoutfitters.com 
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FINE TACKLE, CLOTHING & GIFTS 

NOW OPEN    AT    NEW    LOCATION  

555 Post Rd. 
Darien, CT 06820 

203-655-9400 
www.compleat-angler.com 
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ORVIS 
 

Sporting Traditions Since 1856 
 

Eldon Colonies 
Fishing Manager 

 
432 Boston Post Road 

Darien, CT 06820 
 

TEL 203-662-0844/FAX 203-662-9517 




)&%�*��������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	 �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

We’re still in the planning stages of 
ROCK ROLLING ON THE “HOUS” 

TO IMPROVE THERMAL REFUGES 
 

All-TU Rock-rolling day in June 
 
In June (date to be determined), members of all TU chapters 
and other organizations will meet in the Housatonic River 
TMA to work restoring and improving thermal refuges. 
 
Now that we have run-of-river on the Hous, the next step to 
make this an even greater fishery is to make improvements 
to the thermal refuges where cold water tributaries connect 
with the river itself.  On super-hot summer days, fish crowd 
into the refuges where water is colder. 
 
This winter, TU CT Council reps have been meeting with 
DEP and other stakeholders to design and plan projects to 
improve these refuges.   The planning process has been so 
swift that we expect to make major improvements just with 
volunteer labor of our members. 
 
Volunteers are needed and this should be a tremendously 
gratifying hands-on project. Contact Bill Blaufuss at 
prosit67@hotmail.com if interested and you will be notified 
of the actual date[s] by email. 
 

Notification of actual date will be emailed. 
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Celebrate TU’s Golden Anniversary 
 

with other TU Connecticut families 
 

at the 
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Saturday, October 3, 2009 
 

Hammonasset Beach State Park 
Madison, CT: 1 mile south of Exit 62 from I-95 

 
The Hammonasset Festival takes place every two years. 
Centering around the themes of Nature, Native American 
History and the Environment, it’s a jam-packed event with 
attractions for kids and adults alike and draws thousands of 
visitors, mostly families –  perfect for our exhibits – from all 
over CT. 
 
In a special TU Connecticut area we’ll have two 20 x 30 
tents plus our huge teepee around and in which our member 
families can meet and celebrate TU’s 50th Anniversary 
together. 
 
There’ll be casting and fly tying, and new this year an 
entomology component to help kids understand water quality 
through science. We’ll soak a few potato/onion sacks in the 
Hammonasset River for a few weeks and then place the 
sacks in two kiddie swimming pools and let the kids try to 
catch and identify the underwater  bugs that they find 
growing in the “burlap.” 
 
There’ll be a 60 gallon tank filled with trout to use as a focal 
point to talk about our Trout in the Classroom program that 
is in 69 schools in the state this year, and is absolutely an 
AMAZING program.  
 
We’ll also have displays highlighting our conservation and 
restoration accomplishments across the state over the years, 
so we are planning big things to celebrate and market TU's 
50 years of conservation, protection, restoration and youth 
environmental education. 
   
 

DON’T MISS THIS TERRIFIC DAY!!!  
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Eric Johnson of Westport Outfitters has a great 
schedule of classes coming up: 
 
During the spring of 2009, Westport Outfitters, 
in conjunction with legendary angler, product 
developer and author, Lou Tabory , will 
continue its quest to introduce the wonderful 
world of Fly Fishing to beginners, as well as 
refine those skills of more advanced fisherman 
and women. 
 
Intro/Intermediate classes are May 9 (sorry –  
this one is now sold out – book now  for May 
30 and June 27)! and May 30.  Advanced 
class is June 27 .   
 
Finally, Eric has scheduled a book signing with 
Phil Shook  on May 23rd from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m . Join Phil and the W.O. crew at the 
store when Phil will sign his new book, 
Flyfisher’s Guide to the Northeast Coast, and 
give a presentation about some of the less-
traveled fly fishing treasures along the 
Connecticut Coast such as Great Harbor 
Wildlife Management Area near 
Guilford, Alewife Cove in Waterford, the 
Thimble Islands’ McKinney Wildlife Refuge, 
Silver Sands State Park in Milford, and 
Bermuda Lagoon in Westport. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
See the website (www.westportoutfitters.com) 
for all the details!! 
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MORE NEWS FROM OUR SPONSORS 
 
Scott Bennett of the Compleat Angler in Darien (555 
Post Road) advises that they have some exciting 
clinics upcoming to set you up for the spring and 
summer fishing season. 
 
Saturday, May 30 at the shop, from 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. is a Product Demo Day. 
  
Factory Reps from Hardy, Sage, Rio, Simms, 
Winston and Scientific Anglers will be at the shop 
showcasing all their new products. 
  
Free Raffles for a Hardy reel and a Winston Rod 
Free Casting lessons 
Deals on new Lines 
Free Food 
  
Sunday, May 31 Compleat Angler has a 
Saltwater Flyfishing class with Lou Tabory.  Cost 
is $150 and includes lunch (and gear if needed).�

 
Give Scott a call at 203-655-9400, or check out the 
website at www.compleat-angler.com. 
 

that if this becomes routine we would talk to DEP.  If you become aware of such activities please let us know.  The 
member mentioned that he regularly picks up trash along the river, which is very encouraging.  Since DEP is 
shorthanded, if you are able to remedy such infractions by removing rubbish or moving piles of discarded vegetation 
away from the banks that is the most effective solution.  But if the undesirable activity continues we need to report it 
to the DEP. 
Once again I hope you have a pleasant summer. 
 
Good fishing, 
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CT FISHING LICENSES  
NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE 

 
While we bide the winter months in anticipation of spring 
fishing, now’s a great time to get that fishing license.  It’s 
now easier than ever through CT DEP’s new Online 
Sportsmen Licensing facility.  Access it by googling CT 
Fishing Licenses or directly by using this link: 
https://ct.outdoorcentral.net/InternetSales. 
 
This is a secure web site, and you will be asked for your 
Social Security number or your CT Driver’s License number.  
If you enter your driver’s license number, all your 
information (name, address, etc.) will pop up for you.  All 
you have to do is pay by either Visa or MasterCard.  Then 
print out the license and put it in your wallet.  Easy! 
 

"Three-fourths of the Earth's surface is water, 
and one-fourth is land.  It is quite clear that 
the good Lord intended us to spend triple the 
amount of time fishing as taking care of the 
lawn."  

~Chuck Clark~ 

CHAPTER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 
We hate to pound the same drum again and again, 
but we are always in need of volunteers – especially 
executive board members – to help us carry on the 
activities of the Chapter.  As the President says in 
this month’s message, “If you share the same goals as 
TU and you want to see monthly meetings, the holiday 
raffle, the banquet and the outings we sponsor continue, 
please consider volunteering your time.”  These activities 
don’t organize themselves; we need your help and your 
time.  With Bill Moskalski and Bill Blaufuss leaving their 
positions, it is no exaggeration to say that the future of 
the chapter is at stake.  Please consider helping us out. 
Thanks. 
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Nutmeg Chapter 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 1594 
Fairfield, CT  06825 
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Nutmeg Fishing Report      by Ron Merly                                                                                               April 27, 2009                                             

 
Opening day of trout fishing was very busy this year but despite the crowds, there were still lots of fish caught and we couldn't have had a nicer 
day weather wise. Our area is around five inches shy of the normal rainfall total for the year so the rivers are getting low early this season; 
however with the water temps still on the cool side, the fishing remains consistent. A lot of nice mayflies and caddis are hatching on all of our 
rivers. Burr Brown and I recently went up to the Housy for the Hendrickson hatch and although the hatch was strong, the fish were sluggish. We 
saw very few rises. The TMA on the Naugatuck River in Campville was heavily stocked by DEP with some good-sized trout and has been 
fishing well. The Farmington is running cold as usual but good numbers of fish continue to be caught. Ironically, the Wood River in Rhode 
Island is running so high that the DEM had to put off stocking until the water subsides. The steelhead fishing in Pulaski, New York is red hot 
right now with all of the post-spawn fish becoming very active on their way back to the lake. 
    The schoolie stripers are all around the mouths of the rivers and harbors and some large bunker have recently moved into our area. The slobs 
should be running through anytime now. The short blackfish and flounder seasons will be over before any of you read this. DEP has increased 
the commercial limit on fluke and lowered the recreational limit this year. Sounds like there is something fishy about that decision but that’s our 
DEP. 
     I would like to thank the volunteers from T.U. for donating their time to the fishing derbies in Fairfield and in Easton. Your help was very 
much appreciated. The derbies were great and the kids had a lot of fun and excitement catching fish and winning prizes. Jimmy O. donated all of 
the bait and prizes, which were abundant at the Fairfield derby. The Easton derby was very shy of prizes for the kids so maybe we could work on 
making that aspect of it a little better for them next year. 
 We are sponsoring one more event for kids, on Saturday, May 9. The event is teaching kids to fish, at the Trumbull Nature and Arts Center on 
Rte. 25 in Trumbull. There is a pond on the property and we will give a short talk on fishing and T.U., then a quick casting lesson for those who 
need it and then they will go out to the pond to catch largemouths and sunnies. 
    Anyone wishing to help out in Trumbull or to make contributions to the fishing report please contact me at rjmerly@yahoo.ca. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                R.M. 
 


