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 March 16, 2010 
 

April 20, 2010          May 18, 2010 

SEE BACK PAGE FOR DIRECTIONS  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Fellow Nutmeggers, 
 
By now, most of us have had enough of winter 
and are looking forward to warmer days. March 
is one of those transitional months and you never 
know what kind of weather it will bring. The 
good news is that March is the month when the 
state starts filling up the TMA'S with trout so it 
won't be long until we're out on the water fishing 
again. It is also the month when, on warmer 
days, you will begin to see insect hatches on the 
water. 
 
   Speaking of fly- fishing at TMA's, all members 
are invited to join us at the Saugatuck River Doc 
Skerlick Fly-fishing only TMA that runs along 
Ford Rd. in Westport. On Saturday, March 
20th the chapter will be showing its appreciation 
to the members by releasing 60 trout, mostly 
rainbows with a few browns and brooks mixed in. 
All fish will be in the 18-20" range and will 
weigh between four and six pounds. There will be 
plenty of other fish around that the state will 
have released by then as well. This TMA is catch 
and release only at this time of the year. The fish 
will arrive between 11:00-11:30 a.m. Fishing will 
begin after all of the fish have been distributed 
throughout the river. Be sure to bring the kids 
and the camera. All are encouraged to come out, 
throw a bucket of fish in your favorite spot and 
go catch them! 
 
 
Tight, Light Lines, 

��������	��������	��������	��������	  

About the Presentation 
 at our March 16th Meeting 

On Tuesday, March 16th at 7:00 p.m. at Fayerweather Yacht 
Club, Jeff Yates of the Mianus Chapter of T.U. will be providing 
the chapter with his expertise on fishing the streams of Fairfield 
County. Jeff is an enthusiastic, talented and knowledgeable fly-
fisherman and will be discussing the many trout fishing 
opportunities that we have right here in our home waters. He 
has an extensive knowledge of our local streams and will be 
discussing areas to fish, techniques used at different times of 
the year and where to find wild trout outside the TMA's. 

***** 

DON’T FORGET THE PRE-MEETING FLY TYING 
CLASS WITH FRED LORD AT 6:30!!!!!! 
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Westport Outfitters, LLC 
Outfitters, fresh & saltwater fly tackle 

Fly tying material, waders & accessories 
  

                                                   609 Riverside Avenue 
 Eric C. Johnson               Westport, CT 06880                 
 Owner                               ph: 203-341-9490 
                                                                 Fax: 203-341-9423 
 

ejohnson@westportoutfitters.com 
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FINE TACKLE, CLOTHING & GIFTS 

NOW OPEN    AT    NEW    LOCATION  

555 Post Rd. 
Darien, CT 06820 

203-655-9400 
www.compleat-angler.com 
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Upcoming Speakers –  
Mark Your Calendars 

 
 
Mar.16th - Jeff Yates on fishing streams in Fairfield 
County.  
Apr.-20th -open 
May18th - Jim Plante will discuss effective 
nymphing in our local rivers. 
 

ORVIS 
 

Sporting Traditions Since 1856 
 

432 Boston Post Road 
Darien, CT 06820 

 
TEL 203-662-0844/FAX 203-662-9517 
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Why? 
 

Nutmeg holds a Conservation Banquet annually to 
raise funds.   You all know that, right? 

 

But did you know that— 

· chapters don’t get any money from the 
dues you pay to TU National?  * 

· the Banquet and the Holiday Raffle are the 
only ways Nutmeg chapter gets money?  

So?  

Well, good ol’ Nutmeg Chapter has been around for 
37 years!   Pretty admirable if you think about it.  

 

However— 

· if  we’re to continue to maintain and grow 
membership,  

· if  we’re to continue to be able to fund 
conservation projects, 

· if  we’re to continue making Nutmeg worthy of 
your membership in the first place, 

 

your chapter needs your financial support!  
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if unable to attend, kindly make a cash donation as 
your current financial position may allow 

(please see Reservation Form) 

_______ 
*   Understand that your dues go to operating the national 
organization and that for every dollar you pay in dues, TU 
multiplies this 5-fold through grants and donations.   

 
 

����
Saturday, April 17, 2010 
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DAM REMOVAL ON THE MILL  
 
A note of appreciation is in order to the Aspetuck Land 
Trust, CDEP, CDOT, Easton Conservation and the Easton 
First Selectman Tom Herrmann. 
Last Night, Tuesday February 22nd, I met with the Easton 
Conservation Commission and four members of CDOT at 
the Easton Town Hall. The dam removal project below the 
2nd bridge on the upper Mill River WTMA has been 
accepted and approved by CDOT and the Town of Easton. 
It will be included as a remediation project in conjunction 
with the restructuring of the Rte. 59 bridge that crosses the 
Mill near the Merritt Parkway. 
The cement structures will be removed and the banks 
restored to a natural state with boulders and plantings. 
Only one large tree will need to be removed to complete 
the project because it has grown to be a part of the 
structure. There will be a representative of the fisheries 
division present during the construction to ensure that the 
project is completed with the least amount of disturbance to 
the area as possible. The project is expected to commence 
in late August and finish in Sept. right before the fish begin 
to spawn. If it cannot be done in that timeframe, it will be 
done the following spring to protect the fish. Total time on 
the project should take 4-6 weeks with CDOT confident that 
it will be closer to the four. 
 DEP and CDOT has also taken the restructuring of the rte. 
59 bridge into consideration, making sure that the bed of 
the bridge is constructed to maintain the integrity of the 
streambed. The entire bridge will not be replaced. 
 

PLEASE PARTICIPATE IN  
SURVEY ON THE FARMINGTON 

 
The undersigned has fished the Farmington River over 30 
years.  The fishery has come a long way in that time.  It 
has grown from a small trout, put and take fishery to one of 
the best streams in the northeast.  Some changes are 
being considered in the management of the TMA. These 
changes are intended, at least in part, to continue the 
steady improvement in wild trout in the river.  I have put a 
brief survey together to learn how other fishermen feel 
about some of the issues involved.  I have shared this with 
Neal Hagstrom from the Fisheries Dept. and he is 
enthusiastic to see everyone's feedback as well. I hope to 
get as much involvement as possible.   Please pass the 
link to this survey on to your membership and anyone else 
you know who might be willing to take a few minutes to 
complete the survey.  The more people we have participate 
the more our voice will be heard.     
 
You can go to either www.farmingtonriver.blogspot.com or 
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=
dHd6WDAyN0FWTWZYdWphZjRZeEpTN2c6MA 
 
which will take you directly to the survey form (there is also 
a link on the Nutmeg TU website). 
 
I look forward to hearing from you, your members and 
other fishermen you can pass this message on to. Thanks 
for your help. 
 
Greg Miller 
860.756.0322 
 

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS 
SATURDAY MARCH 20TH- Fishing at the Doc Skerlick Fly Fishing only 
area on the Saugatuck at 11 a.m. 

SATURDAY APRIL 10TH-Fairfield PAL fishing Derby for kids 15 and 
under at Gould Manor Park in Fairfield- volunteers needed to man a 
T.U. table with pamphlets, information and a sign-up sheet and to assist 
the kids with baiting hooks, untangling their lines, etc. 

SATURDAY APRIL 17TH- Nutmeg T.U's annual 
Banquet at Tashua Knolls Country Club 
in Trumbull. This is Nutmeg T.U.'s most 
significant fund-raising event and we encourage all 
to attend. 
SUNDAY APRIL 25TH-Fishing Derby for kids 15 and under at Toth Park 
in Easton. 9-12 a.m. - volunteers needed for the same duties as above. 

SATURDAY MAY 8TH- Fishing instruction for kids at the Trumbull 
Nature and Arts Center on Rte. 25 in Trumbull- volunteers needed for 
the same duties as above. 

 FRI . SAT. SUN. JUNE 4-6  - Nutmeg T.U.'s third annual camping/fishing 
outing at Housatonic Meadows State Park in Sharon Ct.- We will have a 
barbecue and there are plenty of bugs hatching at that time of the year. 
The park is located on the TMA and the fishing is excellent right behind 
the campground. This is a great time of the year to enjoy the weekend 
camping and fishing on the Housy so come out, relax and catch some 
trout. See more info on this in column to the right. 
 

 
 

Nutmeg Spring Trip-- 
Housatonic River June 4-6  

  
The Nutmeg TU Chapter Social Committee is 
coordinating a weekend fishing trip and camp out at 
Housatonic Meadows State Park in Sharon, CT. The event 
will take place on Friday, June 4 through Sunday June 6, 
and is open to all Nutmeg TU members, family and 
friends. You can come up for one day, both days, camp out 
Friday and/or Saturday evenings, or just make day trips. 
The Housatonic River should be full of hatching insects at 
this time. 

Here's how to reserve a campsite: You make your own 
camping reservation as soon as possible online at Reserve 
America. Housatonic Meadows will only accept a two-
night reservation at that time of year. Your total cost will 
be $61. (All CT campsite fees were increased this year). 
All campsites will accommodate up to 6 persons and 2 
motor vehicles, so hook up with a non-snoring fishing 
buddy and split the cost. NOTE: Housatonic Meadows is 
alcohol free. Try to reserve a spot within Sites 25-50 if you 
want to be near the Nutmeg TU gang.  

After you reserve your campsite, please e-mail Gary 
Anderson at gande61211@aol.com so he can get a total 
count. That way we can look at opportunities for 
carpooling, meals, etc. 
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Nutmeg Chapter 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 1594 
Fairfield, CT  06825 
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Nutmeg Fishing Report      by Ron Merly                                                                                       February 24 , 2010                                  
 

 
There are stripers being caught by savvy and patient anglers in the Housatonic estuary in Derby. Winter 
flounder usually come into the sound by the end of March. Shad and alewives will be moving into the 
estuaries soon. Sea-run trout have been active in the Hammonassett and Housatonic Rivers.   ` 
The TMA's will be getting stocked by the time many of you are reading this so there will be plenty of places 
to catch trout. The regular season ended on the last day of February and the TMA'S are a good place to 
dust off the skills and get ready for the season. The recent storms and snow-melt have all of the rivers 
swollen so they will be full of water when the state releases fish. 
  
Fishing in the Lake Ontario region has been very good with steelhead and browns being plentiful in the 
river. Check the flows and weather before heading up. The spring return is one of the most active times for 
fishing Ontario's tribs. 
  
Look for fish activity during the first warming trends. 

 

Anyone wishing to add to the monthly report, or if you have a great fishing photo, contact me at 
rjmerly@yahoo.ca. 

 


