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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Fellow Nutmeggers, 
 
It is already that time of the year again when the TMA's 
have been filled with trout and many anglers are 
out happily shaking off that cabin fever. It is also the time 
of the year for our annual banquet, which is at Tashua 
Knolls Country Club in Trumbull on Saturday, April 17th. 
I urge you all to attend. This is the chapter’s largest of our 
two annual fund-raising events and the only means of 
raising money to keep the chapter afloat. There are many 
unseen expenses in the operation of an active T.U. chapter. 
Without your support, we would not have been able to 
release those beautiful trout into the Saugatuck fly area 
this past month. We will be able to organize more fish 
releases and plan to as long as there is the proper funding 
to do so. The project on the Mill did not cost the chapter 
any large amounts of money but it did cost some. There are 
also the many volunteer hours involved in organizing, 
contacting people and attending meetings to accomplish 
these projects. There are also other projects on the Mill and 
Saugatuck Rivers that we wish to accomplish and we will 
need to secure funding to make these improvements to our 
local streams. 
  
I realize that this is a tough economic time. I work in 
construction, which has been as unsteady as the economy 
so I understand that it is difficult to justify spending the 
money to attend the banquet; however, our annual banquet 
will consist of many quality fishing and non-fishing related 
raffle items. Our auction will be full of great items as well. 
We will have guided fishing trips, lodging, high-end fly-
reels such as Abel and fly rods from Thomas and Thomas 
and Winston. There will be a beautifully framed James 
Prosek original signed painting and much, much more. So 
please come out and support the chapter on April 17th this 
year. I realize that it lands on opening day of trout season 
and that was an unfortunate date for the event but I ask 
that you consider investing the time and a little of your 
money to attend. The more members that attend this one 
event, the more projects and fish releases we will be able to 
accomplish this year. 
 
Tight, Light Lines, 

��������	��������	��������	��������	  

About the Presentation 
 at our April 20th Meeting 

  
Connecticut state Trout In the Classroom (TIC) Coordinator 
Ed Albrecht will be our guest on April 20.Ed is an energetic, 
fun speaker whose passion for reaching out to youth, teaching 
them about trout and conservation, and making a difference in 
their lives is contagious. Ed will talk about the beginnings of 
TIC, and is also going to talk about how TIC touches youth in 
many ways, from allowing them to feel and understand their 
connection with their watersheds, to how it improves grades, 
especially of students who didn't care about school but then 
had something to look forward to and to care for. 
 

*****  

DON’T FORGET THE PRE-MEETING FLY TYING 
CLASS WITH FRED LORD AT 6:30!!!!!! 
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Westport Outfitters, LLC 
Outfitters, fresh & saltwater fly tackle 

Fly tying material, waders & accessories 
  

                                                   609 Riverside Avenue 
 Eric C. Johnson               Westport, CT 06880                 
 Owner                               ph: 203-341-9490 
                                                                 Fax: 203-341-9423 
 

ejohnson@westportoutfitters.com 
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FINE TACKLE, CLOTHING & GIFTS 

NOW OPEN    AT    NEW    LOCATION  

555 Post Rd. 
Darien, CT 06820 

203-655-9400 
www.compleat-angler.com 
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Upcoming Speakers –  
Mark Your Calendars 

 
 
Apr.-20th –Ed Albrecht to discuss TIC 
 
May18th - Jim Plante will discuss effective 
nymphing in our local rivers. 
 

ORVIS 
 

Sporting Traditions Since 1856 
 

432 Boston Post Road 
Darien, CT 06820 

 
TEL 203-662-0844/FAX 203-662-9517 
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Nutmeg holds a Conservation Banquet 
annually to raise funds.    

You all know that, right?  

 

But did you know that— 

· chapters don’t get any money from 
the dues you pay to TU National?  * 

· the Banquet and the Holiday Raffle 
are the only ways Nutmeg chapter 
gets money?  

So?  

Well, good ol’ Nutmeg Chapter has been 
around for 37 years!   Pretty admirable if 
you think about it. 

 

However— 

· if  we’re to continue to maintain and 
grow membership,  

· if  we’re to continue to be able to fund 
conservation projects, 

· if  we’re to continue making Nutmeg 
worthy of your membership in the first 
place, 

 

your chapter needs your financial support! 

 

if unable to attend, kindly make a cash 
donation as  your current financial 

position may allow 

(please see Reservation Form) 

_______ 
*   Understand that your dues go to operating the national 
organization and that for every dollar you pay in dues, TU 
multiplies this 5-fold through grants and donations.   

��������������������������������������������� ���
 
All it takes is five. 

As you leave the stream, as you climb out of your boat or float 
tube, as you break down your pontoon, as you stop for lunch, 
as you walk up the beach, as you stow your gear in the trunk, 
take five---just five minutes---to pick up any litter and leave 
the area cleaner than you found it. 

Gina and I resolved to do it around our Home Waters on the 
Bitterroot River in Montana.  We don’t care you accidentally 
dropped the empty leader pack, if either of us see it we’ll pick 
it up, if we spot a beer bottle cap, we’ll pick it up. 

Filters from snuffed-out cigarettes are rampant on a beach I 
fish in Baja.  I grab as many as I can.  Bits and pieces from 
polystyrene coffee cups, debris from cruise ships, and 
monofilament fine from spin fishers all find their way into my 
trash bag. 

If we each take five minutes and if we each enlist five fly-
fishing friends to take five minutes, it won’t be long before we 
clean up every fishing access, beach, boat landing, parking lot and 
river bank. 

No government, no mandates, no committees.  It’s just us.  Just your 
five friends, our five friends, their five friends and a commitment to 
do something to make our fly-fishing world a little better than the way 
we found it. 

Is it a deal?  Gimme Five. 

 

Steve Abel 
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SAUGATUCK TROUT RELEASE  
 
 

On Saturday, March 20th, the chapter enjoyed a 
beautiful, warm sunny day for our releasing of 
sixty very large trout into the Saugatuck River fly 
area. Many chapter members and their kids were 
present to release the trout and the kids had a 
blast carrying and letting the fish go. The fish 
were too large to put into buckets so they needed 
to be transported in coolers two at a time. It took 
a while for the fish to get acclimated to the river 
but later in the day Saturday and Sunday the fish 
became active and anglers started hooking them 
up. I was fortunate enough to have hooked and 
landed a fierce six plus pound brown on Saturday 
afternoon that took me well into my backing.  
 
These fish will be catchable on a variety of flies 
for many weeks so I encourage everyone to get 
out there and hook into one. 
 
 

 
Saturday, April 17, 2010 
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UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS 

 
SATURDAY APRIL 10TH-Fairfield PAL fishing Derby for 
kids 15 and under at Gould Manor Park in Fairfield- 
volunteers needed to man a T.U. table with pamphlets, 
information and a sign-up sheet and to assist the kids with 
baiting hooks, untangling their lines, etc. 

SATURDAY APRIL 17TH- Nutmeg T.U's annual Banquet 
at Tashua Knolls Country Club in Trumbull. This is 
Nutmeg T.U.'s most significant fund-raising event and 
we encourage all to attend. 

SUNDAY APRIL 25TH-Fishing Derby for kids 15 and under 
at Toth Park in Easton. 9-12 a.m. - volunteers needed for 
the same duties as above. 

SATURDAY MAY 8TH - Fishing instruction for kids at the 
Trumbull Nature and Arts Center on Rte. 25 in Trumbull- 
volunteers needed for the same duties as above. 

FRI . SAT. SUN. JUNE 4-6  - Nutmeg T.U.'s third annual 
camping/fishing outing at Housatonic Meadows State Park 
in Sharon Ct.- We will have a barbecue and there are plenty 
of bugs hatching at that time of the year. The park is 
located on the TMA and the fishing is excellent right 
behind the campground. This is a great time of the year to 
enjoy the weekend camping and fishing on the Housy so 
come out, relax and catch some trout. See more info on this 
in column to the right. 
 

Nutmeg Spring Trip-- 
Housatonic River June 4-6  

  
The Nutmeg TU Chapter Social Committee is 
coordinating a weekend fishing trip and camp out at 
Housatonic Meadows State Park in Sharon, CT. The event 
will take place on Friday, June 4 through Sunday June 6, 
and is open to all Nutmeg TU members, family and 
friends. You can come up for one day, both days, camp out 
Friday and/or Saturday evenings, or just make day trips. 
The Housatonic River should be full of hatching insects at 
this time. 

Here's how to reserve a campsite: You make your own 
camping reservation as soon as possible online at Reserve 
America. Housatonic Meadows will only accept a two-
night reservation at that time of year. Your total cost will 
be $61. (All CT campsite fees were increased this year). 
All campsites will accommodate up to 6 persons and 2 
motor vehicles, so hook up with a non-snoring fishing 
buddy and split the cost. NOTE: Housatonic Meadows is 
alcohol free. Try to reserve a spot within Sites 25-50 if you 
want to be near the Nutmeg TU gang.  

After you reserve your campsite, please e-mail Gary 
Anderson at gande61211@aol.com so he can get a total 
count. That way we can look at opportunities for 
carpooling, meals, etc. 
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Nutmeg Chapter 
Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 1594 
Fairfield, CT  06825 
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Nutmeg Fish ing Report      by Ron Merly                                                                                             March 22 , 2010                                  
 

 
The striper action near the mouth of the Housatonic has been hot. Upstream the fish are very active as well but most 
of them are smaller fish. Winter flounder should be arriving any day now and there are already alewives starting to run 
up the rivers. 

The trout fishing in the TMA' s has been good. The Housy and Farmington have been running very high but the upper 
Naugy is fishing very well. The fish are spread out from all of the high water but there are trout being caught by anglers 
who are getting down to the fish. Sinking lines and heavy bugs are necessary to get to where the fish are.  

Thanks to the Nutmeg Chapter, the Saugatuck River fly-only TMA has been providing anglers with some great yet 
challenging fly-fishing. Anglers have been having a hard time landing these large and powerful trout so if you land one 
with a fly already in its mouth, don't be surprised. 

Opening Day of trout season is on April 17th this year. It is also the date of our banquet. Mark your calenders and 
please attend, it is sure to be an enjoyable evening. 

There has been an unbelievable amount of poaching going on in many of our local streams. Please try to keep an eye 
on them and if you see people fishing before opening day or taking fish from the TMA's, please call the DEP tipline. It 
is also helpful to call the police in the town where the poaching occurs as they will usually be able to respond sooner 
than DEP. 

Anyone wishing to add to the monthly report, or if you have a great fishing photo, contact me at rjmerly@yahoo.ca. 

 


